






} 


=~ 


— bin 
cans atc ne 


Sy. Sin Pia”) e 34 = - <> a - - Haig Ll 5 ¢ s a — = - 
fre ee, ee oe : Snes ae ee Ce ee ey az 
c Ee, <0," Sa ea cee th 7 : 
ee Sak 7 - as 
._* * Le 
m4 ~ : os. 
~ 
at . ae. 2 
cae 
e i *. Lo EENEP RR jg 
bec < 
. 


“er $ ee 
f #: % Rees . rs 
Ya 7a 
: . ag s , 


Remarks on the Refolves of the Hvinurable Foufe 


s0q0c0 |. granted laft Parliament for the Augmentation of ber M 
Duke of Savoy,‘to make good the Alliances’ wi 
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of Commons, for demanding an Account of the 
. 'y’s Forces, to Prengthen the 
th Portugal, and to recover the Spanifh Monar- 


chy: As alfo an Account of the Money for maintaining our eftablifh'd Forces in Spain and Por~ 


tug 
Spain aiid Portugal the laft three Tears, &c. 


al, of the Number of the effeive Men there, and of the Contra&s for viGualling our Fleet ix 





From Cilednesday, Janmary 12. 


to Saturday, January ry. 1709. 





O.U have brought me no News from the 
3. Parliament this great While,Roger ; what's 
that auguft Aflembly a doing ? . 

Country-m. Doing, Mafter! they are acting lke | 
trtic Britains, as you may perceive by the printed | 
Votes of the Houfe of Commons, of the 12th In- 
ftant ; for, blefied be Ged, the Happinefs of our 
Conftitution is fuch, that they don’t make their 
Proceedings a Secret, but are willing that thofe who 
fend them, fhould know how they ferve them. 

Obj.. That’s a Happinefs indeed, Roger, did we 
know how toimprove it. You and I may both 
remember the Time when the Arcana Imperii, the 
Secrets of Government, were Arcana Negnitie, the ' 
Secrets of Knavery, and the Courtiers did not care 
to have them lay’d open 5, therefoug they were for 
keeping the Proce¢dings of Parliament, as much | 
conceal’d from the People, as the Secrets of the 
Court-Cabal, who. were in a Confpiracy againft 
our Religion and Liberty. But, firice thofe Days’ 
are over, Roger, Cand may we never fee more of | 
‘em ) what are the Particulars that pleafe you fo 
much ? 

Country-m. 1 can fcarce contairt my Self, Matter, 
I am fe extreamly pleas'd with the Honetly of our 
Reprefentatives; therefore, Mafter, you muft allow 
me to proceed by way of 1ft, 2d, and 3d, as our 
honeft Parfons do when they fay any Thing they 
think worth our While to remember, 

Obf. With all my Heart, Roger ; thou fhalt have 
full Liberty ; go ons 

Country-m. Then, Mafter, in, the firft place, pray 
obferve it; they have orderd an Addrefs to her 
Majecfty, ‘ That the proper Officers may lay before 
‘ the Houfe, an Account of the 5000007. given laft 
* Parhament for the Augmentation of her Majefty’s | 
“ Forces, to ftrengthen the Army of the Duke of Savoy, 
“ tomake good the Alliances with the K. of Potrugal, 
‘ and to carry on the War effectually, for Recovery of 
‘ the Spanifh Monarcliy to the Houle of Agfria. — 

Obj. Honeftly doneupon my Word, Roger, arid like 
bold Britains. 500000 I. is a good round Sum: It 
deferves an Enquiry how-it was laid out, and what 
we have got for it. I fee by Foan’s Looks the blef- 
fes him-in her Heart, whoever he was, be he Whig 
or Tory, that made the Propofal. 2 

Country-m. You can’t blame her, Mafter; for the 
and 5, and every Body, pay d ‘towards that Sum 
It colt a great many Gatherings in the 
before it was made up. é Sige 

Of, Gatherings, Reger! prithee don't {peak fo 
diininutively. Gatherings are made for poor Folks; 

ou muft not talk fo when you fpeak of Taxes 
upport of Governments, and affifting our high 
Allies ; there’s a nobler Phrafe for it; ycu ought 
to fay, We are to pay Tribute to whom Tribute is due. 

Country-m. Lan’t a Courtier, Mafter; I thonght 
Gathering ad been a very good Word ; for I have 
heard it was made Ufe of at Court by-K. Charlesthe 
¥f’s Corn-catter ; and I thought that was Autho- 
rity good enough for us Country Folks. 

Obj. You're waggith, Roger. On what Occafion 
did the Corn-cutter ufe that Word at Court ? 


Obj: 
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_Country-m. Why, Mafter, when the King gave 
him a Percel of broad Pieces for curing his Corns, 
out of his own Hand, he thank’d his Majefty, and 
wageifhly told him, that he was afraid he could 
icarcely {pare fo much; and when the King ask'd 
him why he thought fo, he aufwer'd; That the 
People apprehended his Majefty tobe very poor, 
becaufe there were fo many Gatherings made for 
him in the Country. : 

Obj, Well, Roger, let it be Gatherings then, if 
you will have it fo. The Commons, who give it, 
have certainly a Right to enquire how 11 is laid out, 
and that no Part of it be mifapply’d ; for we have 
feen by the Addreffes of both Houfés formerly, that 
there have been Mifapplications and Embezz'ements 
too ; and fince- the publick Moncy gocs thro’ fo 
many Hands, if ali otir Receivers and Payers be fo 
honeit as to lef none of it cleave to their Fingers, 
we are the happieft Nation in the World. Befides, 
Roger, we have no great Reafon to boaft of the 
War's having been very effectually carry’d on of 
late, for the Recovety of the Spanifh Monarchy, 
either on the Side of Spain or Portugal ; and it be- 
hoves ‘us to enquire, whether the Mifapplication of 
any of the Money we give for that End, contributes 
towards the Defeét of Troops, or otherwife; . for 
you know we have had gricvous Complaints of great 
Deficiencies in thofe Countries formerly ; and if 
we may credit our laft Advices from Portugal, the 
Confederate Troops in that Kingdom are neither 
numerous, nor in fo good a Condition as they 
fhould be. 

Country-m. The fecond Thing is, Mafter, thatthe 
Commons have order’d an Addrefs to her Majefty, 
that the proper Officers may lay before them, anf 
Account of the Application of the Moncy given 
la{t Parhament for maintaining her Majelty’s efta~ 
blifh'd Foices in Spain and Portugal, and of the 
Number of the effective Menthere ;_ and likewife 
of the Contracts for remitting Money for the faid 
Services. ; 

_Obf. 1 am glad to hezr it, Reger; “tis the Hap- 
ney of our Conttitution, that our Parhamenis 

ave a Power to enquire into the Adminiiration, 
as well asa Share in the Legiflature, tho the Re- 
hearfer end his Fa&tion would wiite them out of 
both; but ‘tis her Majefty’s Glory, as well as tis 
the chief of our Bleflings, that the is for keep- 
our Conftitution inviolable, and aéts in Har- 
ony, and\concert with ber Parliament, without 
, as fome of her unhappy Predeceffors 
to do, and alledging, that they go out of their 

, when they enquire into any Thing that re- 
i the Executive Power. This is a full De- 
monftration of ber Wildom, as well as of her 
Goodnéfs ; for the Parliament being her Great 
Council, they are the propereft to give Advice in 
all the arduous Affaiss of Government; “tis the 
End for which they were appoi 
ftors, and it usd to 
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